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News from GLAPD 

National Mental Health Conference 
 
The third African Leaders & Elders 
National Mental Health Conference 
was held on 19-20 April, 2013. It 
was organised by the Federation of 
the Congolese Council of Australia, 
funded by the Department of  
Mental Health and Ageing, and 
supported by the Great Lakes 
Agency for Peace and  
Development (GLAPD).  
 
Mental health is a key issue facing refugees and migrants in Australia 
today, and this topic has been chosen for the annual conferences to 
raise awareness and provide information on this important issue.  
 
There were approximately 100 people in attendance from African and 
Australian communities around Australia, and many special guests. 
These included the Hon Chris Hayes (Federal MP), who officially opened 
the conference, Dai Le (Deputy of Ethnic Communities of NSW), and  
leaders from many African communities including Congolese, Rwandan, 
Burundian, South Sudanese, Ethiopian, Liberian, Somalian and Kenyan. 
Presentations were given from Transcultural Mental Health Centre, 
STARTTS and Karitane, as well as from Louise Starr, who shared her  
personal survival experience. Sheila Matete-Owiti, a GLAPD consultant, 
and Nadine Shema from GLAPD, MCed the conference and we are  
grateful for their assistance. Special performances were also given by 
the Jerusalem Rumba Band from Melbourne, Abeza Rwandan Cultural 
Dance group from Sydney, and Umoja Youth Productions of NSW.  

Please visit www.glapd.com for more details on the conference. Notes 
and key findings from the conference will also be made available shortly. 

Welcome! 
There is much news and many wonderful developments within GLAPD, 
which we look forward to sharing with you in this and future  
newsletters. Thank you for your ongoing support and interest in GLAPD. 
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Not yet a GLAPD member? 
Become a member and be part of our 
taskforce to build a harmonious  
community! Anyone can become a 
GLAPD member.   
Please visit our website www.glapd.com 
to download a copy of the application 
form.  

FCCA Director Theophile Elongo with the Hon 
Chris Hayes Federal MP (photo by Louise Whelan) 

Photo: African community leaders from around  
Australia at the conference (photo by Louise Whelan) 

Upcoming events 
 

 Africa Comes to the Manning  
Valley Festival (May 25-31) 

 Friendship Field Trip to rural NSW 
during Refugee Week (June 15-23) 

 GLAPD Annual General Meeting 
(June 29) 

Photo: Members of the Great Lakes 
with Hon Chris Hayes Federal MP after 
GLAPD AGM in 2012. Please join us in 
2013; your vote makes a difference!  

The conference was a 
great success and we 
would like to thank all 
of those involved in  
planning, coordinating 
and presenting, and all 
those who attended.  
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Upcoming events 
 

Africa Comes to the Manning Valley Festival (May 25-31) 
You are all invited to this event, which will be held in Taree (rural NSW). It is 
being organised by two GLAPD Council Advisors, Kiran Hutchinson and Lucy 
Hobgood-Brown, as well as a team of great volunteers in Taree and Wingham.  
 
A range of activities will be on offer including African cooking, artist and 
women’s rights talks, films from the African Film Festival, and a photography 
workshop with Louise Whelan, who was recently awarded Highly  
Commended at the National Portrait Prize this year. 
  
The Institute of Cultural Affairs Australia (ICAA) has kindly donated $600 for 
the festival. The ICAA is an international non-government organisation  
committed to developing and facilitating participatory process to enable 
change at the individual, organisational and community levels. 
 
The festival is an opportunity to promote GLAPD and its activities and to foster social  inclusiveness,  
fellowship and peace building. For more information please visit the GLAPD website: www.glapd.com 
 
Friendship Field Trip to rural NSW during Refugee Week (June 15-22) 

 
 

News 
 

Donation of computers 
We are pleased to tell you that GLAPD has recently received a generous donation 
of five computers for our Silverwater office from Phill Isaacs, who is involved with 
running computer programs and Rotary Australia World Community Service. Phill 
and several TAFE students attended our office on March 28th 2013 to deliver and 
install these computers, which we are very grateful for. The computers will assist 
GLAPD in implementing a computer training program for women from the Great 
Lakes Region of Africa who are migrants and refugees in Sydney.  

 
Settlement Grants Program—GLAPD application successful! 
GLAPD has recently received a grant of $50,000 from the Department of Immigration and Citizenship, which will assist us 
in helping new arrivals from the Great Lakes region of Africa to settle in Australia. Funding will be available from July 
2013; more information on this grant and associated activities to come! 
 
ACFID membership 
GLAPD is in the process of applying for membership with the Australian Council for International Development (ACFID). 
This will strengthen our position as an Australian NGO and provide us with additional opportunities and networks. An 
annual membership fee of $850 is required for membership — please contact theo.glapdint@ymail.com if you would 
like to contribute towards this.  

Funds raised from the festival in May will go towards planning a  
second Friendship Field Trip to rural NSW during Refugee Week. Last 
year a bus load of GLAPD members travelled to Taree to see their first  
kangaroos and to enjoy homestays and other activities. The event was 
so popular with Manning Valley residents and GLAPD members that a 
second weekend was requested! Stay tuned for further details about 
this trip.   

Director Sue Mitchell (R) greets visitors to the 
Manning Art Gallery (Photo by Louise Whelan) 

Photo: Phill Isaacs (1st row, R) brings 
TAFE,  Rotary and GLAPD together 
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