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News from GLAPD 

Festival embraces good news from Africa 

 
 
 
 

There were standing room only audiences for every festival event, happily  
reports organiser and GLAPD Council of Advisors’ member, Lucy Hobgood-
Brown. In collaboration with a team of local volunteers, Lucy coordinated an 
African cookery class featuring migrants from Zimbabwe and Senegal, films with 
the help of the African Film Festival, live performances by Oz Afrique, African 
refugee students from Cabramatta High School (Sydney), and exhibits featuring 
the award-winning work of Council of Advisors’ member and social documentary 
photographer Louise Whelan, local artists Ron and Helen Hindmarsh and 16-year
-old photographer Amani Jensen-Bentley. 
 
The aim of the festival was to raise  
awareness about the challenges facing 
Africa’s Great Lakes region as well as  
refugees to Australia, and to promote 
GLAPD and the Manning Valley. A 3.5 hour 
drive north from Sydney, the rural area is 
home to lovely beaches, parks and friendly 
people.   
 
GLAPD held a Friendship Field Trip to the area last year, when 22 members 
enjoyed homestays and touring. A second recreational trip is being planned. 
In addition, several elders have travelled to Taree and Wingham to speak to 
community groups and schools. 
 
Africa Comes to the Manning Valley facebook page:  

https://www.facebook.com/AfricaComesToTheManningValley 

Welcome! 
Thank you for taking the time to read our May newsletter—we are so  
grateful for your support and interest in GLAPD. If you have any  
comments, questions or ideas for future newsletters please email 
jessica.glapdint@ymail.com  

Address:  - PO Box 2050  
  Carramar NSW 2163  
  AUSTRALIA 
  - 99 Silverwater Rd 
  Silverwater NSW 2128 
 
Phone:  (+61) 2 8084 2045  
Email:  theo.glapdint@ymail.com  
Website:  www.glapd.com 
ABN:   45 154 194 813  
 
Banking details: 
Acc. Name:  GLAPD 
BSB:        082-429 
Acc. No.:    129635779 

Not yet a GLAPD member? 
Become a member and be part of our 
taskforce to build a harmonious  
community! Anyone can become a 
GLAPD member.   
Please visit our website www.glapd.com 
to download a copy of the application 
form.  

Upcoming events 
 GLAPD Annual General Meeting  

(June 29th) 
 Inter-cultural Day of Prayer (October 20th) 

GLAPD opportunities 
 Settlement Grants Program (SGP) Worker 

(paid, part-time) 
 Co-Director of Youth (volunteer) 
 Director of Peace Initiatives (volunteer) 
 

To apply: contact jessica.glapdint@ymail.com  

“It was a joy to be with African friends from GLAPD, expats who lived in Africa, 
local people interested in African culture and most of all to meet people  
working with refugees like Samira Farah (African Film Festival), Louise Whelan 
(an award winning photographer documenting NSW’s ethnic communities for 
the State and National Libraries), Elizabeth and Mestre (from Cabramatta High 
School), who contribute to their healing journey and give them a voice and a 
place in the Australian society,”  
- Viviane Suet, a Sydney-based refugee advocate who traveled to Taree for the 
Africa Comes to the Manning Valley festival May 25-31. 

Festival supporters: Bent on Food 
Café,Bravissimo Hair Salon Chatham, Clay  
International Partners, FLOW Espresso Bar in 
Old Bar, Golf Club Motor Inn, Greater Taree City 
Council, HandUp Congo, Institute of Cultural  
Affairs Australia, Louise  Whelan Photography, 
Manning Valley Historical Society, Manning  
Valley Neighbourhood Services, Manning  
Uniting Church, Manning Valley Business  
Chamber, McKeough’s Betta Electrical of  
Wingham, PCYC Taree, Red Tail Wines, Rotary 
District 9650, Satu’s Framing and Renewed 
Treasures, Taree Community College, TSG  
Wingham, Taree High School, Taree TAFE, Taree 
West Plaza Butchery, Wingham Chamber of 
Commerce and Wingham Gourmet Meat and 
Chicken. 

“We love the Manning Valley!”  
declare Sydney festival-goers 

Photo: Oz Afrique visits 
and performs at  
Manning Uniting Church 
(Photo by Amani Jensen-
Bentley) 

https://www.facebook.com/AfricaComesToTheManningValley
mailto:mazruth@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hope-for-Orphans-Vulnerable-Children/242379299129501


 

2 

Activities & events 
 

Latest news 
 

GLAPD Settlement Grants Program 
We told you last month of GLAPD’s success in receiving a grant of $50,000 from the Department of Immigration and  
Citizenship, to assist us in helping new arrivals from the Great Lakes region of Africa to settle in Australia. Funding will be 
available from July 2013, which we will use to support the activities below; more details will be available soon. 
 Settlement information sessions 
 Peace and conflict resolution training 
 Settlement support and referrals 
We are currently seeking a part-time worker to assist with implementation of this program. Please contact  
jessica.glapdint@ymail.com if you are interested or have any questions about this position.  

 
ACFID membership (update) 
We also mentioned in our last newsletter that GLAPD is in the process of applying for membership with the Australian 
Council for International Development (ACFID); membership will strengthen our position as an Australian NGO and  
provide us with many additional opportunities and networks. An annual membership fee is required for membership — 
please contact theo.glapdint@ymail.com if you would like to contribute towards this. We should be notified of the  
outcome of our application by June 2013, so will keep you updated.  
 

GLAPD is now on Facebook! 
Please ‘like’ us on Facebook. We will keep this page up to date with events, information and photos. Please 
also feel free to leave comments and questions on the page and a GLAPD team member will respond as soon 
as possible. Search for “Great Lakes Agency for Peace and Development International” and ‘like’ us today! 

GLAPD Annual General Meeting 
GLAPD’s annual general meeting will be held on Saturday 29 June, and all are welcome. 
Lunch will be provided, so please RSVP by June 15. We would love to see you there!  
 
Date: Saturday 29 June 2013 
Time: 11am-2pm 
Venue: 152-158 The Horsley Drive, Carramar NSW (STARTTS meeting room 1) 
RSVP: By June 15, to naomi.glapdint@ymail.com  
Special guest: We are happy to announce that the Hon Chris Hayes Federal MP (Member 
for Fowler) will be attending part of our AGM. 

Photo: Members of the Great Lakes 
with Hon Chris Hayes Federal MP 
after GLAPD AGM in 2012.  

GLAPD Community Language School  
GLAPD holds a weekly language and homework support class for children to learn French and Swahili at Fairfield High 
School NSW, every Saturday from 3-5pm. The language class is for children up to the age of 16, from refugee or migrant 
families, who would like the opportunity to learn these languages. There is no cost to attend. We are also able to provide 
homework support for children from families with non-English speaking backgrounds; they can bring their homework 
along to the language class and receive help. For further information or to indicate your wish for your child/ren to  
participate, please contact Jessica McGowan on jessica.glapdint@ymail.com or +61 413 660 169. We are also looking for 
volunteers to help with teaching and homework support—please contact Jessica if you can assist. 

GLAPD presentation at CAHS Convention 
 
Mr Theophile Elongo and Dr Nadine Shema presented a seminar on GLAPD at the Council of  
Australian Humanist Societies Convention on May 6th, 2013, at Parliament House NSW.  
Theophile provided an overview of the countries of the Great Lakes region of Africa and the 
many challenges faced there. He was followed by Nadine, who introduced GLAPD and provided 
an overview of our mission and values, many achievements and upcoming activities and events. 
Members of the audience were very interested in the seminar, asking lots of questions  
afterwards and pledging their support of GLAPD, which we are so grateful for. 

Photo: (L-R) Paul Zagoridis (CAHS  
President), Affie Adagio (Convenor), 
Nadine Shema, Theophile Elongo, 
Jessica McGowan 
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