
     UNAANSW and Humanist Society of NSW
presenting

International Women’s Day*
Monday 9th  March 2015 2.00-4.30

Waratah Room NSW State Parliament House 
Macquarie Street Sydney

Parliamentary Sponsor:
The Hon Jillian Skinner MP

2.00pm Registration

2.30pm Welcome: Convenor/MC: Dr Affie Adagio past President/Hon.Sec. HumSocNSW 
and UNAANSW Status of Women Portfolio Convenor

2.32pm
Acknowledgement to Country: Robyn Carroll
Walla Mulla Family & Community Support

2.35 pm Official Opening: The Hon Jillian Skinner MP - NSW Minister for Health

2.50pm UN President Message for UNIWD: Pamela Lemoine UNAANSW Member 

  
2.55pmThe History of Women's Status 
Valerie Weekes – past President UNAANSW   

* UNIWD actual date is Sunday 8th March
(this year 9th because Parliament House is closed on w/ends)

3.10
The History and Update of CEDAW (Convention
for Elimination of all Discrimination Against Women):
Sue Conde past  President UNWA

3.25 Robyn Carroll Walla Mulla Family & Community Support Woolloomooloo – 
History/Update on Aboriginal Women Status

3.40 African Great Lakes Women from Uganda. Rwanda,
Burundi and Congo: Margaret Conway -
Director of Women's Affairs GLAPD 
(Great Lakes Agency for Peace and Development -African Lakes)

3.55
UN Conference/Forum for Women and Peace in Copenhagen 1980 when CEDAW was 
announced: attended by Dr Affie Adagio (nee Zagoridis) as one of 22 Community 
Representative sent under the initiative of the Federal Minister for Home Affairs, The Hon 
Bob Ellicott MP.

4.00 Thanks to Speakers: Mina Sing Batra AM Convenor 
UNAANSW Convenor Interfaith Portfolio

4.05pm Afternoon Tea

  Bookings/RSVP please before March 1, 2015 for catering purposes

Affie: mobile 0421 101 163 any time (can be by sms) or (h) 02 9690 1431 
Mailing address for bookings and payments Adults $15 School Students $7: 
Dr Affie Adagio PO BOX 617 POTTS POINT NSW 1335

Important Note: Please identify whether your payment is for UNAANSW or HSNSW



5th  ANNUAL UNIWD PARTNERSHIP EVENT OF UNAANSW & HSNSW

Previous Speakers State Parliament House: Professor Lesley Campbell from the Diabetes 
Centre; Dr. Nadine Shema on the empowerment of Rwandan Women,Waratah Gillespie 
Activist/Author on the plight of the Bougainville women, Vivienne Porzsolt about her experience 
with the Israel and Palestine conflict, Duncan - Grameen Bank, and other amazing speakers.

UNAA(NSW)
The role of the UNAANSW is community education on important issues and to raise community 
awareness and support of the role of United Nations by...

1. speaking at seminars about the UN history and its work
2. handing out leaflets in Martin Place and other places on UN days
3. promoting UN projects involving environment and ecological improvement strategies

UN Day is celebrated every year on 24th October with a wreath laying ceremony 
Martin Place, followed by a luncheon in Parliament House at Strangers Restaurant, at 
which one time the Keynote Speaker was Her Excellency, Professor Marie Bashir, AC
CVO past Governor of NSW. A few years ago retired judge, the Hon. Bob Ellicott QC
was Keynote Speaker who pleased the audience with the information that decades 
ago, in his capacity as a government representative, he had been responsible for the 
establishment of the UN Information Centre. Guest Chris Woodthorpe, its Director, 
acknowledged this with much praise. Valerie Weekes past President of UNAANSW is 
a Co-Convenor of this event.

HUMANIST SOCIETY OF NSW
The Humanist Society of NSW is a co sponsor of this event. Through the generosity of the 
Humanist Society of NSW, the UNAANSW has office space for low hire in its premises for some 
years, also free meeting space and facilities. Dr. Affie Adagio Convenor/MC is their delegate for 
UNAA(NSW) and Convenor of the Status of Women Portfolio.

Humanism is rational humaneness with its roots in the Enlightenment. The Society is a secular non
profit organisation with one of its aims being to encourage respect for the universal human rights of
men and women free from discrimination on the basis of race, class, disability, gender, age, 
nationality or sexual orientation without belief in the supernatural.

UN INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY(UNIWD) 

International Women's Day (IWD), originally called International Working Women's Day, is 
marked on March 8 every year (Sydney celebrates this on weekdays so as to have State Parliament 
House as the venue) In different regions the focus of the celebrations ranges from general 
celebration of respect, appreciation and love towards women to a celebration for women's economic,
political, and social achievements. Started as a Socialist political event, the holiday blended in the 
culture of many countries, primarily Eastern Europe, Russia, and the former Soviet     bloc. In some 
regions, the day lost its political flavour, and became simply an occasion for men to express their 
love for women in a way somewhat similar to a mixture of Mother's     Day   and Valentine's     Day. In 
other regions, however, the political and human rights theme designated by the United Nations runs 
strong, and political and social awareness of the struggles of women worldwide are brought out and 
examined in a hopeful manner.

This is a day which some people celebrate by wearing purple ribbons.

2015 UNIWD SEMINAR SYDNEY TOPIC: CEDAW HISTORY & UPDATE

UN CONVENTION on the Elimination of all forms 
     of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW 1981)
UN COMMITTEE on the Elimination

                      of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW 1982)

The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) is an 
international treaty adopted in 1979 by the United Nations General Assembly. Described as an 
international bill     of     rights   for women, it came into force on 3 September 1981 and has been ratified by
188 states. Over 50 countries that have ratified the Convention have done so subject to certain 
declarations, reservations, and objections, including 38 countries who rejected the enforcement article 
29, which addresses means of settlement for disputes concerning the interpretation or application of 
the Convention. Australia's declaration noted the limitations on central government power resulting 
from its federal constitutional system. The United States and Palau   have signed, but not yet ratified the
treaty.
CEDAW defines what constitutes discrimination against women and sets up an agenda for national 
action to end such discrimination "...any distinction, exclusion or restriction made on the basis of sex 
which has the effect or purpose of impairing or nullifying the recognition, enjoyment or exercise by 
women, irrespective of their marital status, on a basis of equality of men and women, of human rights 
and fundamental freedoms in the political, economic, social, cultural, civil or any other field." By 
accepting the Convention, States commit themselves to undertake a series of measures to end 
discrimination against women in all forms, including:

• to incorporate the principle of equality of men and women in their legal system, abolish 
all discriminatory laws and adopt appropriate ones prohibiting discrimination against 
women;

• to establish tribunals and other public institutions to ensure the effective protection of women
against discrimination; and

• to ensure elimination of all acts of discrimination against women by persons, organizations 
or enterprises.

The United Nations Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), an 
expert body established in 1982, is composed of 23 experts on women's issues from around the world.
The Committee's mandate is very specific: it watches over the progress for women made in those 
countries that are the States parties to the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Discrimination against Women. A country becomes a State party by ratifying or acceding to the 
Convention and thereby accepting a legal obligation to counteract discrimination against women. The 
Committee monitors the implementation of national measures to fulfill this obligation. The Committee 
also makes recommendations on any issue affecting women to which it believes the States parties 
should devote more attention.(for more...www.google.com.au/#q=un+cedaw+convention)

http://www.google.com.au/#q%3Dun%2Bcedaw%2Bconvention)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_of_rights
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_General_Assembly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valentine's_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mother's_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_bloc
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