
                                             

MEDIA RELEASE 

CONCERT TO UNITE AND PROMOTE PEACE FOR AFRICAN COMMUNITIES 

Jean Paul Samputu, internationally acclaimed Rwandan singer, song-writer and peace-
activist, will perform in a one-night only concert to promote reconciliation and forgiveness 
in African communities living in Sydney. Feature poet Roje Ndayambaje and other 
performers originating from the Great Lakes of Africa will share the stage with Samputu 
at Hurstville Entertainment Centre, Saturday 24th September from 6pm.  
 
Samputu travels the world as a cultural ambassador for Rwanda. He is considered one 
of the most prominent African artists on the world stage, bringing traditional African 
singing, dancing, drumming and, most importantly, a message of peace, hope, 
forgiveness, reconciliation, and love. He is in Sydney for one week to participate in the 
launch at NSW Parliament House (21st September 2016) of a national peace building 
initiative aimed at African refugees and migrants from Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda and the 
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). There are approximately 11,500 in Australia, their 
interests represented by Great Lakes Agency for Peace and Development International 
(GLAPD Int.). 
 
GLAPD Int. spokesperson, Dr Nadine Shema said “As a community, we have much to 
overcome. Song and story is a rich part of our culture, it is a very effective way 
connecting to our experiences and each other.” 
 
“Samputu’s testimony and story is so important for us to hear, with the traditional 
rhythms and languages of our communities. This concert will be a celebration, and a 
way for our young people, in particular, to remain connected to the sounds and stories of 
our cultures.” She continued. 
 
 “This concert initiative is a way to find our way to love, forgiveness and reconciliation.” 
 
Concert for Peace will be an entertaining celebration of togetherness, promoting peace 
and harmony, for a brighter, more peaceful future. We thank Jean Paul Samputu and 
Roje Ndayambaje for their generosity and part in this peace-building concert and their 
role in mentoring young, upcoming artists from our communities in Sydney. ” she 
continued.  
 
The concert is also a fundraiser for GLAPD Int., raising much-needed funds to continue 
to provide community programs and peace building initiatives. 
 
 



FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Nadine Shema 
GLAPD Int. 
Mob: 0432 434 766 
Email: nadine.glapdint@ymail.com 
 
 
 
 
CONCERT FOR PEACE – Featuring Jean Paul Samputu 
 
Tickets prices:  $40 – Adults     $60 – VIP    $90 – Family(2 adults and 2 children) 

Purchase tickets:   http://stks.be/concert-for-peace 
 

When:   24th Sept 2016 
Time:   6pm -10pm 
Venue:   Hurstville Entertainment Centre - Civic Theatre 
                                 16 Macmahon St, Hurstville, NSW 2220 
Getting there:  3-5 min walk from Hurstville Station  
Parking:  Car park next to the venue 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE PERFORMERS  
 
JEAN PAUL SAMPUTU - MUSICIAN 
Jean Paul Samputu is a singer, songwriter, and peace activist from Rwanda now living in 
the UK. Samputu won the prestigious Kora Award (the “African Grammy”) for Best 
African Traditional Artist in 2003, as well as numerous international awards, including the 
International Song writing Competition in Nashville. Visit http://www.samputumusic.com/ 
 

ROJE NDAYAMBAJE 
Roje Ndayambaje was born in Congo and raised in Uganda in a Rwandan family. His 
poetry is marked by each of these places and a deep love for Africa. Roje writes and 
performs poetry to share the story of his people and encourage others to find and share 
their own. Roje has performed Spoken Word at numerous events including the 
Australian Poetry Slam Newcastle Heats, Poetic Justice, Art Bender Newcastle, Soul 
Lounge (Adelaide) and is a SpeakUP favourite. Roje's storytelling abilities and soulful 
poetry will leave you changed after hearing it. 
 
 
ABOUT GREAT LAKES AGENCY FOR PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT (GLAPD Int.) 
GLAPD Int. (pronounced ‘glah-ped’) is a non-profit non-religious and non-political 
humanitarian agency. We aim to promote peace, harmony and development amongst 
refugees and migrants from the Great Lakes regions of Africa both locally in Australia 
and internationally.  
 
Our vision is to contribute to peace and development amongst the people of Africa’s 
Great Lakes region, at the local, regional and international level. We work in partnership 
to create positive change. 
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We aim to promote: 
• Peace and solve conflict between ethnic groups 
• Build trust and mutual understanding between local populations 
• Research the needs of the population of the Great Lakes and report to concerned 
agencies 
This area of central Africa has been impacted by genocide, civil war, political instability 
and ethnic hostilities for decades. Australia has provided safe haven for many refugees 
from this part of the world. However sadly conflicts can continue to disrupt these new 
settlers as they try to build lives in Australia.  

Through our initiatives we aim to bring people together to explore strategies for 
sustainable peace and to work toward acceptance within communities who have been 
their traditional enemies. We believe that through these initiatives we can learn 
strategies that will help us to join hands in unity and harmony.  

For further information visit www.glapd.org  

Contact person: 
Nadine Shema 
GLAPD Int. 
Mob: 0432 434 766 
Email: nadine.glapdint@ymail.com 
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